SAMPLE ACADEMIC PROBATION LETTER

Issued to students who receive more than one grade below a “C”.

October 1, 1997

Luis Araujo

c/o Mr. & Mrs. King
Route 1 Box 23
Elkhart, KS 66026

Luis:

As you know, students are selected to participate in the United Studies Program based on several
factors and are expected to accomplish certain goals. One goal is that the student have a successful
homestay with an American family and the other is that the student has a successful academic year.
Each student is considered a representative of their home country and achieving these goals is
important.

United Studies does its best to select students who have the academic abilities necessary to meet the
United Studies standards. We ask that each student maintain at least a “C” average in each of their
classes. We are well aware that maintaining such grades in the U.S. is sometimes more difficult for
foreign students, however, a good academic record is a vital part of each student’s exchange
experience.

In order to maintain a “C” average you may have to work a little harder. We do not expect miracles,
but we do expect a reasonable amount of effort to be put into studying and keeping up on homework
assignments, as well as contributing to class discussions.

Unfortunately, we have recently received your grade report and found that your academic standing
has fallen below the standards we expect from our students. Due to the factors stated above, we are
placing you on academic probation for one month, effective today’s date. At the conclusion of this
period, we will review your situation. If we determine that there has been the necessary improvement
in your academic standing, we will send you a letter informing you that you have successfully followed
through with your probation terms. If we have not seen that changes have been made to improve your
academic standing in the areas outlined below, you may be subject to dismissal from the program and
returned to your home country.

Please take advantage of this opportunity to improve your academic standing by making the following
changes:

Bring your English Il grade up to at least a “C” level.
Bring your Sociology grade up to at least a “C” level.
Bring your Government grade up to at least a “C” level.

Copies of this letter will be sent to your host family, area representative, regional director, high school
and your natural parents.

Sincerely,
Greg C. White

President
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LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES

PERSONAL HYGIENE:

Bathing customs differ from culture to culture. It is customary to bathe daily and change into
clean under clothes. Both men and women use underarm deodorant and women generally
shave their underarms and legs. While in some cultures this may seem excessive, it is
important to abide by the customs of your host country. The same applies to washing your
clothes. Each host family will have their own routine for washing clothes, so be sure to ask
about your family’s routine shortly after you arrive. You may be expected to wash you own
clothes or your family may have a routine wash day. The important thing to remember is that
your host family will expect you to keep your clothes washed on a regular basis.

HOUSEHOLD CHORES.

In the United States is it common for both mother and father to work outside the home,
therefore, it is important that all family members help with the household chores. As a family
member you will be expected to do your part of the household chores. You should complete
any chores assigned to you without having to be told repetitively to do so. You should
assume that you are to keep your own bedroom and bathroom clean and do so without being
told. It is also a nice gesture on your part to offer to help even without being asked to do so

RELIGION:

There are many different religions found in the United States. Many American
families attend church on a regular basis. Church is an important part of some +
families lives. If your host family attends church they will probably want you to  [&
attend with them. Church is a part of the American Culture and you should think of - .
it that way. You should not close your mind to attending church with your family L!_[
because it is different from your home country, you should at least try it for the
experience. Although we encourage you to try church if your host family attends, however,
your host family should not force you to attend or expect you to join their church. If you ever
feel pressured to participate you should contact your area representative and talk with them
about it.

If you attend church on a regular basis at home and would like to continue in the United
States, you should talk with your host family about this and they may be able to find a church
in their area that you could attend if it is different from their own.

Although United Studies does not prohibit you from attending church, we do request that you
do not enter into any contractual or life-changing agreements. Decisions of this type should
be made with your natural family.

DATING:

Dating is very common among American teenagers. Usually a boy asks a girl to dinner, a
movie or some other activity. He is then responsible for picking the girl up at her home and
taking her to the event. He is usually responsible for paying for the event as well. This is the
usual case, however, it is becoming more common for girls to ask boys to special events.
Regardless of who does the asking, transportation must be arranged and the events must be
paid for. You should make sure you have all of the details clear before going on a date
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If you should decide to ask someone out for a date or go out on a date, you should be sure to
get prior approval from your host parents and ask them well in advance if they need to
provide transportation for you.

While dating is fine, you should not become involved in a serious one on one relationship with
a member of the opposite sex. Engaging in sexual activities is prohibited by United Studies
Rules. This type of activity can result in a long-term commitment which you cannot fulfill. It is
also important to understand that there is no community exempt from AIDS (Acquired
Immune Deficiency Disease).

You may find that going out with a group is much easier. This expands your circle of friends
and can alleviate some transportation problems.

MONEY MATTERS:

As a United Studies student, you are responsible for providing your own spending money
during your stay. You will be responsible for your own school lunches (if you chose to eat out
or buy your lunch), personal items (such as deodorant, shampoo, makeup, etc.), clothing,
telephone calls and activities with friends. You should not ever expect your host family to pay
for your personal items.

When you arrive you should have some spending money with you. You should put this
money in the bank and open a checking account. This will help you to keep track of your
money better. Most banks require that you have a social security number to open a checking
account. You can get a social security number by applying to the Social Security
Administration office for a “non-working” social security card. It usually takes 2-3 weeks for
your card to arrive. Once the card does arrive, you can open a checking account at a local
bank. Many banks will ask that one of your host parents also be on the account since you
are a minor. Even though one of your host parents may be on the account, you will have
control of your money.

It is your responsibility to keep track of your money. You should not depend on your host
parents to do this for you. Also, you are never to borrow money from your host family or lend
money to them.

If you run short of spending money during the year, you can have your natural parents wire
the money directly to your bank account. Most banks charge a service charge for money
wired to their bank, so you should check with your bank to find out what the cost would be.
Your bank will also be able to tell you the proper procedures to follow to have money
transferred.

. THE UNITED STATES DF AMERICA :‘!0
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TRAVEL DURING YOUR EXCHANGE

The United States is a large country with much variety in its’ people
and land. It is natural that you may want to travel some while in the
United States. United Studies would like for you to see different parts
of the U.S. as well, but it is important that you remember one very
important thing: The main reason that you have come to the United
States is to live with a host family as a family member. The purpose of your stay in the United
States is not to travel, that is only an added benefit that some of you may have.

You are coming to the U.S. on a J-1 visa which was sponsored by United Studies, therefore,
while you are in the U.S. you will be considered a United Studies program participant and
must follow the rules and policies we have established for student travel. This is true all
during your exchange and at the end of your exchange. You are a part of the United Studies
program until you leave the U.S. so travel policies must be followed until you are on the plane
bound for your home country. The policies were established for your safety.

TRAVEL GUIDELINES:

United Studies students will be allowed to travel during the exchange under the following
circumstances:

Travel is with a USSE host family.

Travel is with your natural parents.

Travel is on a USSE sponsored trip.

Travel is on a school or church sponsored trip.

Travel is to visit a close family member (i.e. aunt, uncle, brother, sister).
This family member must be at least 25 years of age.

ahrhenN=

INDEPENDENT TRAVEL OR TRAVEL WITH OTHER STUDENTS (without an approved
adult) IS NOT ALLOWED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.

NOTE: Students may travel alone to and from an approved trip provided that their host family takes
them to the airport and the approved adult (USSE staff, family member, etc.) meets them at the final
destination.

If you wish to travel during your exchange and your travel meets one of the criteria above, you
must obtain permission from your natural parents, your host parents and the high school if you
will miss school.

1 Your natural parents can sign a form allowing you to travel during your
exchange under the United Studies policies. This form can be signed at the
beginning of the year and kept in the United Studies office. Itis not necessary to
obtain their permission each time you travel if they have a signed form on file in
the USSE office. If you are going to travel with your natural parents at the end
of your exchange and not return to your host family’s home, your parents must
sign a program release prior to your departure from your host family’s home

2. Your host parents must give you permission each time you travel during your
exchange unless that travel is with them. The permission must be in written
form and submitted to your area representative prior to your travel.

3. If you are going to miss school for your travel, then you will need to obtain
written permission from your high school. This permission should also be
submitted to your area representative prior to your travel.
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